Masashi Kishimoto wakas g 


One day, after | bought a book for 
background research, | noticed ір 
had a special feature on the artist 
Claude Monet. | actually have very 
little interest м paintings and 
painters, but ever since mv student 
days, | loved the grand old man 
Monet—I went to exhibits of his 
work and owned several books of 
his paintings. | envy Monet 
because, although in his later years he was virtually blind, 
he kept on painting right up until his death, and was able 
always to paint whatever he wanted. | would love to keep 
drawing whatever | want for the rest of my own life, too. 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2007 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born іп 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Wok? 
NEJI VS. HINATA 
STORY AND ART BY 
MASASHI KISHIMOTO 


SAKURA 477 


Smart and studious, Sakura 
is the brightest of Naruto's 
classmates, but she's 
constantly distracted by her 
crush on Sasuke. Her goal: 
to win Sasuke's heart! 


NARUTO ナル ト 


When Naruto was born, а 
destructive fox spirit was 
imprisoned inside his body. 
Spurned by the older 
villagers, he's grown into an 
attention-seeking trouble- 
maker. His goal: to become 
the village's next Hokage. 


SASUKE サス ケ 


The top student in 
Naruto's class, Sasuke 
comes from the presti- 
gious Uchiha clan. His 
goal: to get revenge on a 
mysterious person who 
wronged him in the past. 


Yamanaka Ino 山中 い の 
Though Ino and Sakura were once close 


friends, their bitter rivalry for Sasuke's affection 
has turned them against each other. 


Hyuga Hinata || (i) b 77 
This shy young kunoichi (female ninja) has a 
monster crush on Naruto. 


Hyuga Мей FI [п] Ж L 
Neji shares many traits with 
Hinata, including the all-seeing 
Byakugan eye. But what is 
their relationship? 


Gekko Hayate 月 光 ハ ヤ テ 

As the proctor of the third portion of the 
ехат, Hayate һа the job of stepping in and 
stopping any fight where there's a clear 
winner...to prevent unnecessary bloodshed. 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now 
that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu 
with his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. 


Naruto, Sasuke and Sakura (along with six other teams of student ninja) have moved on to 
the third portion of the Chünin (Journeyman Ninja) Selection Exam—a series of no-holds- 
barred, one-on-one bouts that begin with a set of preliminary matches. As the preliminaries 
continue, Sakura faces off against her rival, Ino! Although strategic taunting by Sakura seems to 
have sent her opponent over the edge, Ino craftily distracts Sakura long enough to trap her 
into succumbing to the Mind Transfer Technique (Shintenshin no Jutsu), Ino's signature move! 
With Sakura under her control, [по has all but won the match...or has she?! 
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NUMBER 81: 
PREVIEWS 


THE SIXTH ROUND MATCH, 
AND THEN...!! 

NARYTO'$ COMING-OF-AGE 
KIBA TURNS THE TABLES... 
... AND $0 DOES NARUTO?! 
NARUTO’S CLEVER SCHEME 


NEJI VS. HINATA 


THE HYUGA CLAN 
THE OVTER LIMITS 
GAARA VERSUS... 


A DECLARATION OF DEFEAT...?! 
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WHAT? 
WHAT JUST 


HAPPENED 
TO INO? 
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MIND TRANSFER 
TECHNIQUE 
STRUCK HER 

HEAD-ON. SHE'S 

FINISHED. 


OVERTAKEN 


AND 
SUPPLANTED 
BY THAT 


IF YOU LET 
YOURSELF 
LOSE NOW 
HELP HER. TO THAT 
CRAZY 


NARUTO 
IS SO 
LOUD! 


WITH- Е АМО 
DRAWING WHAT'S 12 ын HE'S RIGHT... 
FROM WRONG? 


1 САМ 
LET THIS 


THE WAY 
THIS |5 
GOING, 
ILL BE 
LUCKY IF I 
CAN EVEN 
HANG ON! 
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EVEN THE 


SWEETEST ኒ 
GIRL NEEDS 


ОМСЕ 
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THE BATTLE 


HAS BEEN 
WAS THE POSSESSED 
FIGHTING CHAKRA BY THAT 
SPIRIT INO'S WAS TECHNIQUE, 
PRESENCE PART IT'S ALMOST 
ОР1Т. IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DRIVE THE 


INVADER 


IT'S REALLY NOT 
50 STRANGE. 7 
AT THIS POINT, LIKE NARUTO, 
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„метнек NEITHER 
COMBATANT ; : CANDIDATE 
IN THE 15 ABLE TO 
FOURTH МЕ CONTINUE. 
/ AS АКЕЗШТ OF 
SIMULTANEOUS 
KNOCKOUTS... 


фы 


Sa 
ыз 


ENROLLED 
YOU ALL IN 
THE CHUNIN 
SELECTION 
EXAM. 


“A 


HEY, LOOK... 
ANOTHER 
CANDIDATE 


FROM THE 
LAND OF SAND! 
THIS SHOULD 


THE SPIRIT! 


KEEP 
CHEERING 


TENTEN, 
USE THE 
POWER 
OF YOUR 
YOUTH! 
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4 МЕ SUCHA | 
{|| ገጋል DISGRACE.) 
STAND- 


A ka У. 
1 уат 


BUT, JUST 
SO YOU KNOW... 
THE NEXT TIME 
WE FACE EACH 
OTHER, YOU 
DON'T GET TO 
TAKE THE EASY 
WAY OUT BY 
N FAINTING!! 


«SAME 

HEFE, 
INO! 

RIGHT 
BACK 


H 
REALLY? 
WELL... | 


OURSELVES ВЕ 
DEFEATED IN A 
PLACE LIKE THIS, 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, FART 8 


| PLAYED SOFTBALL РОК А WHILE IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
AND WHEN | ENTERED MIDDLE SCHOOL, | DECIDED TO JOIN 
THE BASEBALL CLUB. MY YOUNGER TWIN WAS INTO BASEBALL 
AS WELL, SO WE JOINED THE CLUB TOGETHER.THIS WAS 
WHEN THE BASEBALL ANIME 7OL/CH WAS A MONSTER 
SUCCESS ALL OVER JAPAN. IT WAS CREATED BY MITSURU 
АОАСНІ, AND WAS A STORY ABOUT TWIN BROTHERS WHO 
JOIN A BASEBALL CLUB. IN THE END, THE YOUNGER 
BROTHER DIES, AND THE OLDER ONE IS INSPIRED TO REALLY 
STEP UP AND DO A GREAT JOB FOR HIS BROTHER'S SAKE. 
THE IDEALISM OF THAT THEME APPEALED TO ME 
TREMENDOUSLY AT THE TIME. 

AS AN ADOLESCENT, | GOT A LITTLE CONFUSED AND 
DECIDED THAT THE STORYLINE IN FOLUCH TRULY REFLECTED 
MY OWN LIFE, SO | BOUGHT AND VORACIOUSLY CONSUMED 
THE MANGA SERIES AS WELL AS THE ANIMATION. ВИТ МУ 
PASSION FOR IT COMPLETELY COOLED DOWN WHEN MY 
LITTLE BROTHER RUDELY TOLD ME, "OUR BASEBALL 

CLUB REQUIRES YOU SHAVE YOUR HEAD ТО GORINGAR/ 
STANDAROS -- NO HAIR LONGER THAN A MILLIMETER... 

AND BY THE WAY, FOOL, WE BOTH SUCK AT BASEBALL." | HAD 
TO ADMIT HE WAS RIGHT, SO I SWITCHED MY ALLEGIANCE 

TO ANOTHER MANGA CALLED MEWMAW DUSAN УРЛ ~- 
"THE GLORIOUS #3 BASEBALL CLUB" AND CONVERTED 

TO THE ASUNARO CAMP — THE ADMIRERS OF THAT 

SERIES' MAIN CHARACTER, ASUNARO. 
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HOW LONG 
DO YOU 
INTEND TO 
TRIFLE WITH 
THAT HOMELY 
LITTLE PRINCE 
CHARMING? 


HE ACTUALLY 
PICKED A 
PLACE, FIGHT WITH 
ГО HAVE 


RUN FOR 
COVER! 
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IFYOULET 
YOURSELF 
LOSE NOW, 
YOULL BE ል 
DISGRACE 
TO ALL 


AND 
SASUKE 
WILL NEVER 
LET YOU 
LIVE IT 


WHO'S МЕХТ? 


MY TURN! 


реза, Å 'meooo 
IT'S Mel! 12:20, 
WHO 


THINKS 


DON'T 
MIND ME... 
YOU JUST 

WORRY 

ABOUT 


„UNTIL | 
HEARD YOUR 
OBNOXIOUS 

VOICE, 
TRUMPETING 

THAT 
RIDICULOUS 
BATTLE 2 


SAKURA... 
ARE YOU 
ALREADY 
FEELING 
BETTER?! 


RRIGHT!! 


ml DON'T EVEN THOUGH 
HAVE A I LEARNED 
CLUE ABOUT THE 
ABOUT STRENGTHS OF 
WHAT THIS THE SOUND 
ONE'S NINJA WHEN WE 
=== SPECIALTY BATTLED DURING 
15. | 


AGOOD 1 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL I'VE 
GOT TO DO 
15 KEEP AN 
EYE ON YOUR 
SHADOW'S 
MOVEMENTS...| ፣ | 


| SUPPOSE 
NEXT YOU'LL 
BE FLINGING 
YOUR NEEDLES 
IN TWO 
GROUPINGS, 


WITH AND 
THE ONES WITHOUT 


| CAN 
HEAR... 


UNTIL THE 
SILENT ONES 
PERFORATE 


RIGHT?! 


ERE! 
HOW TO AVOID 
YOUR SHADOW, 
YOU NEVER 
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TIME TO 
DEPLOY МУ 


SHADOW 
POSSESSION 
TECHNIQUE... 


YES, 
You 
IDIOT! 


м 
SOMETHING 
| 
сомт 
KNOW! 


WOULONT-II 


ANIDIOT. 
WHILE 
WE'RE 

LOCKED 
INTO THIS 
MIMICRY, 

ANY INJURY 


FILAMENTS 

OF DARKNESS 
ARE MINE, 
ALL MINE... 

TAILORED TO 


7, 
KIM 
WM 


А SHINOBI 
USES 
EVERVTHING 
TOHIS 


INCLUDING 
| THE TERRAIN... 
AND THE 
ARCHITECTURE, 


4 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


/ „Вит ONLY 
ONE OF US 
WAS CLOSE 
ENOUGH 
TO THE WALL 
TO GIVE 
HERSELF A 
CONCUSSION! 


„50 YOU THE 
WOULDN'T | 
МОТІСЕ Ем 
WHERE YOU 
WERE 
STANDING, 


AND THE GUY 
АСТ5 TOTALLY 
HUMBLE... 
MAN, 
THAT WAS 


| THIS YEAR'S | 


ТНЕ ОМУ ОМЕ5 
WHO HAVEN'T 
COMPETED YET 
ARE ME, HINATA, 


NARUTO, ONE OF 
THE SOUND NINJA... 
CHOJI, NEJI AND 
LEE...AND THAT 


<< 


THANKS 
FOR 
BEING 
PATIENT, 


IF IM NOT 
Hm NEXT... THEN 
0 ITSIGNIFIES 


HEY, KIBA!! 
SEND 


YOUR 
LITTLE 
РИРРУ 
DOG 
HOME!! 


THIS FIGHT 
ISAS 

GOOD AS 
WON!!! 


нмен FINE. 

| DO МУ BEST 
WORK WITH 
ALITTLE 

HANDICAP, 


SIT THIS 
ONE OUT, 
AKAMARU. 

ILL HANDLE 

HIM ALONE. 


NARUTO! 
DON'T YOU 
DARE LET 

THAT LOSER 
BEAT you!!! 


REVIEWING 
HENGE NO JUTSU — 

THE ART OF 
TRANSFORMATION. 
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Å 
ENOUGH! | 


IMITATION OF 
THE HOKAGE... 


ae 


SĄ 


HE'S 


BEEN HERE @ 
THREE YEARS 
WITHOUT 
MASTERING 
THE ART OF 


WELL... 
RIGHT 


BACK 
АТСНА! 


YOU'RE МОТ 
FOOLING 
ANYONE WITH 
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THERE'S 
NO WAY 
ALOSER 
LIKE NARUTO 
COULD EVER 
STAND UP 
TO KIBA! 


SHINOBI 
way! 
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V YOU TALK 


HE'S 
LIVING UP 
TO HIS 
BOASTS 


YOU'RE SO 
HIGH ON 
YOURSELF... 
YOU JUST GO 
AHEAD AND FIGHT 
ME ALONE, 
ORWITH 
YOUR DOG, 
ORANY OTHER 
WAY YOU WANT! 


DON'T YOU 
GETIT7 
ILETVOU 
POUND ME... 


HIM, 


AKAMARU! ያ 
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YOU. 


/( You TASTE 


LIKE DOG! 
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THAT CANT Ñ / AMAZING! 


| BE NARUTO, 8 NARUTO WAS 
| ABLE TO USE 
TIMED HIS свине TREAT OF 
Ro STAND TRANSFORMATION 
UP TO KIBA... RIGHT ON THE 


FLAWLESSLY. | | ORMAYBE | HEELS OF CREATING 


EVEN HIS SHADOW 
BEAT HIM! DOPPELGANGERS! 
I CAN'T , 
| THERE'S 
BELIEVE... DN NOwY...! 


"Z= [ 
በር: BUT WHAT А ЕВЕАК.. 
| PE ACTUALLY 


BITING КІВА... 
AND THEN HAVING 
INTERESTING 
DEVELOPMENT. Шт 
SĘ Е ON HIM. 
HE'S HILARIOUS... 


SINCE THIS 
EXAM BEGAN, 
HE'S REALLY 
SEEMED TO 
BE COMING 
INTO HIS OWN... 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 9 


FOR ME, JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL WAS ALL ABOUT BASEBALL, 
AND DURING EVERY SUMMER VACATION WE HAD TRAINING 
CAMP. AT OUR SCHOOL, THE ENTIRE BASEBALL CLUB WENT 
TO SHODO ISLAND, FAMOUS FOR ITS OLIVES AND ITS MONKEYS. 
EVEN WHILE ON THE TRIP, EVERYONE WAS REQUIRED TO WEAR 
OUR BLACK SCHOOL UNIFORM PANTS WITH WHITE SHIRTS. 

THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN THE BASEBALL CLUB USUALLY 
TOTALED ABOUT 45, AND WE WOULD RENT A BUS AND SET 
OUT FOR CAMP WITH GREAT POMP AND SPLENDOR. 

WE HAD GOOD TIMES -- AND MORE THAN А LITTLE PAIN — 
DURING OUR STAYS ON SHODO ISLAND, AND IT WAS OUR 
TRADITION TO END THE EXPERIENCE EACH SUMMER BY 
CLIMBING THE LOCAL TOURIST RESORT'S "MONKEY MOUNTAIN" 
RIGHT BEFORE WE LEFT. 

„АР | REMEMBER CORRECTLY, IT WAS WHEN | WAS IN THE 
EIGHTH GRADE THAT I WAS INVOLVED IN AN INCIDENT 50 
TERRIBLE THAT ITS INFAMY 15 UNPARALLELED IN THE ANNALS 
OF THE TRAINING CAMP HISTORY -- А DISASTROUS EVENT THAT 
COULD HAVE GOTTEN A LOT OF PEOPLE KILLED. WHENEVER 

| RECALL WHAT | DID AND WHAT HAPPENED I WISH | COULD 
FORGET... BUT l'M RUNNING OUT OF IDEAS FOR THIS FEATURE 
NOW, SO I'M GOING TO FINALLY TELL THE TALE... 


«NEXT TIME. 


ТО BE CONTINUED... 


OH, 
N-NARUTO... 


WAS 
AWESOME, 
NARUTO!! 


WHOLE NEW 
NARUTO! 
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THE LOOK 
INHIS 
ЕУЕ5 IS 


HEY! | FREAKING 
ISN'T THIS ME OUT! 


CONSIDERED HE MUST 
"DOPING"? 
IS THIS 
ALLOWED?! 


HYOROGAN -- 


THEY'RE ITIS 


HIGH IN MILITARY RATIONS 2 PERMITTED. 
PROTEIN AND PELLETS —ARE A YOU'RE THE MILITARY 
ARE EASILY TONA ALWAYS RATION 
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AND THEY ЕСА ! 2 ACCEPTABLE 
ENEA TAKING A SINGLE 5 NINA 
RELAXING TOOLS! 
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ECT... SOLDIER TO FIGHT 
EVEN А5 THEY FOR THREE DAYS 
BOOST AND NIGHTS 
ENERGY. WITHOUT 


IN BATTLE 
SITUATIONS, 
THE PELLETS АСТ 
AS A MEDICINE 
THAT DISTRIBUTES 
THE USER'S CHAKRA 
FOR UNIFORMLY TO 


KIBA, EVERY PART OF 
IT'S HIS BODY, MAKING 
IDEAL. IT FUNCTION AS 


AN ANIMAL'S 
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| ОЛ Ц ん し 
| ተ 4 
4 1! 


NO ONE'S 
DELUDED ENOUGH 
TO THINK YOU 
REALLY HAVE EVEN 
WHAT IT TAKES BEAT 
TO BECOME THE ME! 
NEXT HOKAGE... 
NOT EVEN YOU! 


TELL YOU WHAT, 
THOUGH... 
ILL BECOME 
HOKAGE IN 
YOUR PLACE! 


HOKAGE? 


„BE HIM 
THE GONNA.. 
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„IT'S STILL 
A TOUGH EVEN 
ONE TO THOUGH 
HAVE TO IVE SEEN 
KEEP THIS 
DODGING! TECHNIQUE 
BEFORE. 
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МАВИТО МАКИТО 
САМ САМ 
АТТАСК АТТАСК 


NARUTO 15 THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 
KNOWS FOR SURE 
THAT BOTH OF THE 
OTHERS ARE HIS 
ENEMIES, 

SO HE CAN ATTACK 
EITHER ONE WITH 
IMPUNITY!! 


LIKEWISE, 
AKAMARU 
DOESN'T KNOW 
WHICH 'KIBA' 15 


HIS MASTER AND | FAKE KIBA IS AKAMARUN 


WHICH ONE 15 


NARUTO 
REALLY 
THOUGHT 
THIS ONE 
оит! 
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САМ 
АТТАСК АТТАСК 


IF NARUTO TRANS- 
FORMS INTO KIBA, 
THEN THE REAL KIBA 
WON'T KNOW WHICH 


AND WHICH ONE IS 
NARUTO... IF HE 
ATTACKS EITHER ONE, 
HE RISKS TAKING OUT 
HIS PARTNER. 


YOUR ART $ 
OF TRANS- 


FORMATION 
ТАСК NO 
LONGER 
WORKS 
ON ME... 


BUT NOW 
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BY GATHERING 
HIS CHAKRA 
TO HIS NOSE, 
KIBA CAN MULTIPLY: 
HIS SENSE ОБ; 
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/ Naruto's tlever Schemel! ~ 


IGET IT! 
AFTER KIBA'S 
NOSE EXPOSED 
МАВИТО 5 DECEIT, 
NARUTO WAITED 
UNTIL KIBA 
РИМСНЕС HIM... 
AND THEN 
TRANSFORMED 
HIMSELF INTO 


NARUTO AS КВА 


IMMEDIATELY 
TRANSFORMED 
INTO AKAMARU 


NARUTO AS AKAMARU 


BY TIMING IT PRECISELY, 
NARUTO TRICKED 
KIBA INTO THINKING 
THAT THE MAN-BEAST 
TRANSFORMATION 
HAD COME UNDONE, 
AND THAT HE'D TAKEN 
OUT AKAMARU INSTEAD! 


SHOULD REALLY 
THINK ABOUT THEIR 
CONSEQUENCES... | THROWING 
OTHERWISE THEY'LL ኳ THOSE 
JUST BE USED 81 TECHNIQUES 
AGAINST YOU, 


HIM WITH 
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¿DOWN 

' JONALL የያ 
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TECHNIQUE! 
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THERE'S 
ANEW 
KILLER 
MOVE 
|VE BEEN 
PRACTICING... 


NEW 
KILLER 
MOVE?! 
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„TRUST THE 


BUT NOW... 
IT'S TIME FOR 
ME TO START 
SHOWING 
YOU му NEW 


mn 


WAS PROBABLY 


И “ሯሠ ርፍ. 
< THAT FART 


NARUTO! 
NOW'S 
YOUR 


IT'S TIME 
ТО REPAY ALL 


UZUMAKI 
NARUTO! 


INCREDIBLE! 


NARUTO 
BEAT KIBA! 


KIBA, IT TURNS 

OUT YOUFOUGHT | 
AWORTHY 
OPPONENT 


THE WORLD ОҒ KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
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THE INFAMOUS INCIDENT... IT HAPPENED RIGHT 
AFTER THE END OF TRAINING CAMP, THE DAY THAT 
ALL 45 OF US IN THE BASEBALL CLUB CLIMBED 
THE RESORT'S MONKEY MOUNTAIN TOGETHER. 


TO BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING, AS WE STARTED TO 
CLIMB THE MOUNTAIN, WE SAW A PLACARD THAT 
SAID, "OO NOT LOOK THE WILD MONKEYS IN THE 
EYE. IT 15 EXTREMELY DANGEROUS." THE SIGN 
ALONE WAS ENOUGH TO GIVE US THE JITTERS, 
BUT AS WE CONTINUED UP THE 200-METER 
MOUNTAIN PATH WITH THE GLARING EYES OF VAST 
NUMBERS OF WILD MONKEYS UPON US, WE 
GOADED EACH OTHER FURTHER, SAYING STUFF 
LIKE, МНОА! GETTING CLOSE TO MONKEYS IS 
SCARY! THEYLL GET MAD IF YOU SO MUCH AS SPIT 
OUT YOUR GUM! AND THEY VE GOT THESE HUGE 
FANGS, MAN. THEY ARE BAD NEWS!" AND SO ON 
AND 50 FORTH... WE WERE GETTING THOROUGHLY 
FREAKED OUT. WHEN WE REACHED THE SUMMIT, 
THERE WERE ABOUT 100 TAME MONKEYS BEING 
MANAGED BY AN ANIMAL TRAINER, AND THEY 
CAME OVER TO GREET US. UNLIKE THEIR WILD 
COUNTERPARTS THAT WE'D BEEN WARNED AGAINST, 
THESE TAME ONES WERE GENTLE, PEOPLE- 
FRIENDLY, SWEET MONKEYS, ACCORDING TO THEIR 
HANDLER. HE TOLD US THAT THERE WAS ONE 
ALPHA MALE AMONG THE SUMMIT MONKEYS, AND 
THEY SEEMED TO BE CREATING AN INDEPENDENT 
COLONY. AND THEN HE POINTED THE BOSS MONKEY 
OUT TO US. NOT SURPRISINGLY, IT WAS HUGE... WE 
COULDN'T HELP NOTICING THE MANY SCARS THAT 
CRISS-CROSSED ITS BODY, EACH UNDOUBTEDLY 
REPRESENTING A VICTORY IN ONE OF THE 
HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT BATTLES IT HAD 
ENDURED ON ITS ROAD TO BECOME THE HEAD OF 
THE COLONY. WHILE I LOOKED UP AT THE ALPHA 
MONKEY, WHICH WAS SITTING FIRMLY ATOP A 
PROMINENT BOULDER, I NERVOUSLY EDGED 
TOWARD IT, WANTING ТО GET A CLOSER LOOK. 


AND THAT WAS IT! 
THE MOMENT WHEN IT HAPPENED!! 


(ТО BE CONTINUED..) 


NINE-TAILED 
FOX WITHIN 
GIVES YOU 
AMAZING AS QUICKLY 


RECUPERATIVE AS YOURS, 
NARUTO. 


ፐፐ / 
| И THERE ARE 
| ONLY SIX OF 
YOU LEFT... 
|| YOU, CHOJI, NEJI, 
LEE, ONE OF THE 
SOUND NINJA... 
№ AND THAT 
GUY FROM 
SAND. 


„ЛР THEY 
PAIR YOU 
OFF AGAINST 
THAT SAND 
NINJA... 
WITHORAW 
IMMEDIATELY! 


| LISTEN, 
HINATA... 


THE SAME 
THING GOES 
FORNEJI. 
IF YOU HAVE 


WELL THEN... 
THE NEXT 
MATCH WILL 


| NEVER 
DREAMED 
WE'D FIND 
OURSELVES 
FIGHTING 
EACH OTHER... 


LADY 
HINATA. 


KONOHA'S OLDEST 


H AND MOST 
NE ILLUSTRIOUS FAMILY, HIS 
THROUGH WHOSE SISTER?! 
BROTHER VEINS FLOWS THE 
AND MOST ELITE AND 
SISTER.. ACCOMPLISHED 


BLOOD... THE 
HYUGA CLAN. 


HOW ARE 
THEY 
RELATED? 


WELL... IT'S 
СОМРИСАТЕС... 
| GUESS YOU 
COULD SAY 
THEYRE 
RELATED 
IN THE 
SAME WAY... 


YES! HINATA 
15 А MEMBER 
OF THE MAIN 

BRANCH OF 

THE HYUGA 
CLAN... 


AND NEJI 
15 A MEMBER 
OF THE CADET 
BRANCH THAT 
SUPPORTS IT. 


ІТ5 


FAMILY 
FIGHT- 
ING 
FAMILY? 


BEEN STRAIN 
BETWEEN 


ALL THE 
DETAILS, 
BUT... 


IT'S SAID 
THAT MEMBERS 
OF THE CADET 
BRANCH STILL 
BURN WITH 
ANGER AND 
HUMILIATION. 


„АТ SOUNDS 
LIKE A PRETTY 
COMMON TALE 
AMONG OLDER 
FAMILIES. THE FIRST 
GENERATION OF 
THE HYUGA 


MADE ALL 
SORTS OF 
RULES AND 
THE FAMILY PECREES 
LINE AND THAT 
FAVORED 
RETAIN 
THE MAIN 
THE PURITY 
BRANCH 
OF THEIR 
BLOOD. OF THE 
5 е FAMILY... 


FATEFUL 


SHOWDOWN 
THINGS, 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ІНАУЕ TO 
POINT OUT 
TO LADY 
HINATA. 


YOU'RE 
NOT CUT 
OUT TO 
BE A 
SHINOBI. 


YOU'RE ALL 
SWEETNESS 
AND 


ሩመዥሩ 


/ 
ТНЕ 


YOUR 
PARTICIPA- 
TION 
HAS BEEN 
RELUCTANT 
FROM 
THE 
START... 


HASN'T 
ІТ? 


вит 
APPLICANTS 
FOR THE 
HIGHER-LEVEL 
CHUNIN 
SELECTION 
EXAM MUST 
COMPETE AS 
ATRIO... 


YOU'D HAVE 
BEEN MORE 
COMFORTABLE || 
AND CONTENT 
STAVINGAT 
THE GENIN 
LEVEL. 


FROM 


HINATA IS THIS DAY 


SUPPOSED 
TO BE 
THE HEIR 


HERAS 
SUPERFLUOUS 
TO THE 
CLAN... 


SHE'S А 
FAILURE 
WHO CANNOT 
EVEN MEASURE 
UP TO 
HANABI, FIVE 
YEARS HER 
JUNIOR. 


INHER 
WORKASA 
GENIN, SHE 

WILL BE 
CONSTANTLY 
SURROUNDED 

BY ANDIN 

DANGER 

OF DEATH. 


a, 


ІР 
YOU HAVE 
NOTHING 
MORE TO 
DISCUSS, 
U | PLEASE GO. 
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LADY 
HINATA... 
YOU'RE THE 
SHELTERED 
LITTLE ВАВУ 
OF THE МАМ 


> = ВЕСОМЕ 
STRONG. 


IT'S WHY 
WE'VE 
COINED 
TERMS LIKE 
"ELITE" 
AND 
"FAILURE." 


YES, IT'S 
AFORMOF 
DISCRIMINATION. 
AND THE FACTORS 
THAT IT'S BASED ОМ 
DON'T CHANGE. 
WE HAVE NO 


WE 


MUST LIVE 
WITHIN THE 
BOUNDARIES 
SET FORUS 
BY THE 
JUDGMENTS 
OF OTHERS. 


„А5 THE РАСТ 


THAT ГМ OF 
THE CADET 
BRANCH OF 
THE FAMILY... 
AND YOU'RE А 
MEMBER OF 
THE MAIN 


IT'S 
PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
OF THE 
UNCHANGING 
NATURE OF 
HUMANKIND THAT 
DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN 
PEOPLE ARE 
BORN... 


ІТ DOESN'T 
MATTERWHO 
YOU ARE. 
WE'RE ALL JUDGED 
ON THE BASIS OF 
OUR LOOKS, OUR 
INTELLIGENCE, OUR 
TALENT, OR OUR 

PERSONALITIES... 


JUST AS 
WE JUDGE 
OTHERS IN 
THEIR TURN, 


IT'SAS 
UNCHANGE- 


KIRK 


THIS 


COURAGE WE 
YOU'RE SEEN 
DISPLAYING THROUGH 
IS JUSTA MANY THINGS 
BLUFF! WITH THIS 
ALL-SEEING 
IN THE BN 


TRUEST, 
DEEPEST 
PART OF YOUR 
HEART, YOU'RE 
DESPERATE TO 
RUN AWAY FROM 
HERE RIGHT 
NOW. 


THE N у 
"BYAKUGAN" THEY SAY NN 
THAT НЕ THAT OUR ድ ቸም 
ATON | REALLY 


MENTIONED SASUKE'S OWN 


IS ONE OFTHE UCHIHA CLAN THE WANT ТО... 
кекке! GENKA CAN TRACE ITS || BYAKUGAN 
DOWN THE ORIGINS BACK ?! 
N TO THE HYUGA 
FAMILY... 


„AN OCULAR 
ART IN SOME 
WAYS SIMILAR 


አሕ SHARINGAN. 


INITS 
PENETRATING 
PERCEPTIVE 
ABILITV... 


SURFASSES 
THE 

SHARINGAN 

COMPLETELY. 


«< 


„YOU 
AVERTED 
YOUR OWN 

EYES... 


„ONE 
THAT 
BROUGHT 
you 
PAIN. 


„уди 
IMAGINED 
THE 
OUTCOME 
OF THIS 
MATCH. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS... 
YOU RECALLED 
YOUR OWN 
PREVIOUS 
EXPERIENCES, 
AND BASED 
UPON THOSE 
MEMORIES... 


«АП 

ІМОІСАТЕО 

ТНАТ 
YOU WERE 
ENVISIONING 
PHYSICAL AND 

MENTAL 

AGONY. 


GLANCING 
TOWARDS THE 
UPPER LEFT. 
IT SIGNALED 
YOUR RECALL 
OF А FAST 
EXPERIENCE... 


WHEN YOU 

SUBSEQUENTLY |Z 
| GLANCEDTO |” 
THE LOWER 
RIGHT... 


BECAUSE 
EVERYTHING 
I HAVE SAID 
50 FAR HAS 
BEEN RIGHT 
ON TARGET! 


IT'SA YOU'RE 
DEFENSIVE TOUCHING YOUR 
REFLEX... LIP..IT'S ANOTHER 
АМ АТТЕМРТ ОР ТНОЗЕ ТЕМОЕК, 
ТО EASE YOUR INTIMATE 
OWN ANXIETIES BEHAVIORS THAT 
AND DOUBTS... EXPRESSES 


THE МАУ 


THE AGITATION 


you 
IMPLORE 
ME ТО СОМЕ 
NO FURTHER, 
TO PEER МО 
MORE DEEPLY 
INTO THE 
INNERMOST 
SECRETS 
OF YOUR 


IN YOUR 


EVEN 
NOW, 

AS YOU 
BRING YOUR 
ARMS UP 
INFRONTOF 
YOUR BODY 
AS IF TO 
SHIELD 
YOURSELF... 


YOUR BODY 
IS SIGNALING 
YOUR DESIRE 
TO RAISE A WALL 
BETWEEN US... 
TO CREATE 
SOME DISTANCE 
FROM ME. 


1 


Ins 
COMPLETELY 
CLEAR... 

WHETHER 
YOU ADMIT 
IT ORNOT, 
THAT YOU 

ARE AWARE... 


KENK 


N 
ヽ 
ቀኒ \ ነ 


прое | 


40% 
| Wu 


| 


1 


\ „2 


JUST HEARING 
HIM HAS MADE 
ME MAD, 
AND IT'S YOU 
WHO HAS TO 
FIGHT HIM! 


«ИХ 


„. THANK YOU. 


so 
YOU'RE 
NOT 
GOING TO 


HAPPENS 
HERE. 


«< 


ТНЕУ НАУЕ ТНЕ 
SAME HYUGA 
STYLE, AFTER 
ALL... EVEN 
HER STANCE 
IS IDENTICAL 

TO NEJVS. 


«THE 
STRONGEST 
SCHOOL OF 
TAIJUTSU 


READ 
« ኹዘ5 
WAY 


AMONG THE 
HYUGA, THERE 
ARE UNIQUE 
TAIJUTSU PASSED 
DOWN FROM 
ONE GENERATION 
TO THE NEXT! 


THAT 
LEADS TO THE 
BREAKDOWN 
ОР THE 
INTERNAL 
ORGANS, 

DESTROYING 
THE FOE 
FROM 
WITHIN. 


„ANY 
ENEMY 
STRUCK 
WITH THAT 
BLOW IS 
GOING TO 
SUCCUMB! 


THE HYUGA 
CLAN IS OFTEN 
REGARDED 
AS KONOHA'S 
MOST 
ILLUSTRIOUS 


SY 
ms THE HYUGA 
UNLIKE THE 


CLAN EMPLOVS 

JUKEN, OR TAIJUTSU THAT LEE 
“GENTLE FIST,” ТО ANO | SPECIALIZE IN, 
INFLICT DAMAGE WHICH IS ALL ABOUT 
TO THE ЕМЕМУ 5 BEATINGS, BRUISES 

KEIRAKUKEI, AND BROKEN BONES -- 
THROUGH WHICH ASTYLEITS 

THE CHAKRA PROPONENTS 

CALL GOKEN, OR 

“FEROCIOUS FIST"... 


NO WAY OF 
4 STRENGTH- LOOK LIKE 
ENING THE 
INTERNAL 


М/НАТ 


WHAT'S | Ч! Е? ATTACK KIND OF 


| ТНЕ 
А НЕҮ! PEOPLE 
KEIRAKUKEI?! KEIRAKUKEI?! ARE THEY... 


IS AKIND OF 
NETWORK ОҒ 
ENERGY LINES, 
SPREAD 
THROUGHOUT 
OUR BODIES IN 
MUCH THE SAME 
WAY AS THE 
HUMAN 
CIRCULATORY 6 
SYSTEM. = 


IT'S LIKE 
А SYSTEM 
OF VESSELS 
THAT CARRY 
СНАККА 
THROUGHOUT 
OUR BODIES!! 


OH... LIKE 
AND IT’S PASSAGEWAYS 
DELICATELY FOR CHAKRA, 
INTERTWINED 
WITH THE 
ORGANS THAT 
MANIPULATE 
„АМО THE 
ORGANS 
WILL 
SUFFER 


ASWELL! 


«< 
7፤ 


| FMBOWLED | 


OVER BY YOUR | 
ーー 


STANDABLE... 


LEE 
REGARDS 
МЕЛІ... 


ІТ 
АТТАСК SENT 


SEEM 
SOMETHING | POSSIBLE! 


«WHERE 
IT CAN 
INFLICT 

MASSIVE 

DAMAGE 

ON THE 

ENEMY'S 


YOU TAKE YOUR 
OWN CHAKRA 
AND RELEASE IT 
THROUGH THE 
ENERGY PORTALS 
IN YOUR HANDS, 
FORCING IT INTO 
THE BODY OF 

YOUR FOE.... 


AND GENTLE 
FIST ATTACKS 
ARE DIFFERENT 
FROM THE PURELY 
BRUTE-FORCE, 
PHYSICAL KIND... 


= 


С Ч 
27”: AR 
I 4 
wi ኒነ 
N | | N 
N AO 
\ кч. ድሚ 


Ks УИ 


о 
ርን 
- 


OVERSTATED THE СЕЕ 


ቻው 


THESE NODES 
ARE CALLED 


TENKETSU... 
AND; IN THEORY, 
IF YOU САМ 
ACCURATELY 
HIT THEM... 


CHAKRA 
POINTS... 


„YOU САМ 
НАСТ THE FLOW 
OF AN ENEMY'S 
CHAKRA, OR 
ENHANCE IT, М 
CONTROLLING | 
2 


IT IN АМУ WAY 9 
YOU WISH. Ven 
IT å 
a) 


OF HAVING ALL- 
PENETRATING 


EVES, 
ТО BE ABLE TO — 
IN THE HEAT 


OF BATTLE — 

РЕКСЕМЕ SO 

ACCURATELY 
AND... 


LADY 
HINATA... 
THIS IS THE 


THIS IS THE 
10) UNCHANGE- 
ABLE 


KENK 


HINATA... 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART ዘ 


I COULDN'T BELIEVE IT. | WAS SO FIXATED ON THE ALPHA MALE, 
| НАОМТ BEEN LOOKING WHERE | WAS GOING, AND | STEPPED 
RIGHT ON ONE OF THE YOUNG MONKEYS! 

THE POORLITTLE MONKEY RAN OFF SCREAMING...AND IN 
ALMOST THE SAME INSTANT, | FELT SOMETHING CLAMP ONTO 
MY BACK! | LOOKED OVER MY SHOULDER, AND ТО MY HORROR, 
IT WAS THE LITTLE MONKEY'S MOTHER, BARING HER TEETH 
AND LOOKING DETERMINED TO TAKE A BITE OUT OF ME! ALL | 
COULD THINK WAS “I’M GOING TO BE БАТЕМ!!! | DESPERATELY 
TRIED TO SHAKE OFF THAT MOTHER MONKEY AND RUN AWAY, 
BUT | LOST MY BALANCE AND FELL OVER. AS | SCRAMBLED ТО 
GET BACK UP, | LOOKED UP AND SAW THAT THE ENORMOUS 
8055 MONKEY HAD LEAPT FROM HIS BOULDER TO ATTACK ME! 
ІТ WAS LIKE HE HAD TRANSFORMED INTO А DRAGONBALL-STYLE 
SAIYAN MONSTER MONKEY, 50 | TRULY THOUGHT | WAS GOING 
TO DIE. | TRIED AGAIN TO STAND AND RUN AWAY... BUT MY KNEES 
WERE LIKE RUBBER AND | COULD BARELY STAND! | THOUGHT 
THAT WOULD BE THE END FOR ME, ВИТ RIGHT THEN THE 
MONKEYS' HANDLER TACKLED THE ALPHA MONKEY AND 
TRAPPED HIM. BEFORE THE RELIEF COULD EVEN FULLY 
REGISTER IN MY BRAIN, THE HANDLER GLARED АТ ME WITH 

AN EXPRESSION THAT SCARED ME ALMOST AS MUCH AS THE 
HEAD MONKEY'S HAD AND YELLED, “ИМ!” 

AS МУ SENSES BEGAN TO RETURN ТО ME, | LOOKED AROUND 
AND SAW А RIDICULOUS NUMBER OF MONKEYS CHARGING АТ 
ME! "THERE'S NO SUCH THING AS TAME, FRIENDLY MONKEYS,” 

I THOUGHT, CRYING MY EYES OUT AS | RAN!! AND ON TOP OF ALL 
THAT, | SAW THE MOST UNBELIEVABLE THING: THE ENTIRE 
ደር! CLUB WAS UNDER ASSAULT BY THE MONKEYS!! 

IT WAS AN AMAZING SIGHT. THERE WERE PLENTY OF OTHER, 
ORDINARY TOURISTS AROUND, AND THEY WERE BEING LEFT 
ALONE. WHY WERE THE MONKEYS ATTACKING ONLY THE 
BASEBALL CLUB?! THEN, THE OBVIOUS ANSWER CAME TO ME! 
WE ALL HAD THE SAME GORINGARI BUZZ-CUT HAIR AND WERE 
WEARING WHITE SHIRTS AND OUR BLACK SCHOOL UNIFORM 
PANTS. TO THE MONKEYS, WE PROBABLY LOOKED LIKE SOME 
WEIRO, SHAVED-HEADED, WHITE-AND-BLACK GANG OF INVADERS. 
IN ANY CASE, WE LEFT THE MONKEY MOUNTAIN JUST AS FAST 
AS WE COULD. ONCE WE WERE ALL SAFELY INSIDE THE BUS, 
EVERYONE WAS TRYING TO CATCH THEIR BREATH AND EXCITEDLY 
DISCUSSING THE INCIDENT, WONDERING WHY IT HAPPENED. IT 
OCCURRED TO ME THAT МУ HAVING ACCIDENTALLY STEPPED 
ON THE LITTLE MONKEY WAS A PRETTY JUICY TIDBIT... SO I 
CONFESSED, EXPECTING THE REST OF THE CLUB TO LAUGH. 
BUT NO ONE FOUND IT THE LEAST BIT FUNNY. 

(THIS IS A TRUE STORY!) 


BECAUSE.. ነ 


ТНАТ'5... 
му SHINOBI 
WAY, 


TOO... 


11141] 


] u 


《器 
АҮ < 


МЕЛ'5 
STRIKES ОМ 
HER TENKETSU 
NODE POINTS HAVE 
COMPLETELY 
ARRESTED THE 
FLOW OF HINATA'S 
CHAKRA. 


SHE'S LOST 
THE CAPACITY TO 
PERFORM THE 
JUKEN (GENTLE FIST) 
ATTACKS THAT FLOOD 
HER CHAKRA INTO 
HER ОРРОМЕМТ 5 


WHEN THE TENKETSJ 
HAVE BEEN PRESSED 


KENG 


HIS 
LEVEL OF 


HANG IN 
THERE, 
HINATA!! 


«UiA 


WANFEEL 7 


«< 


Å 


ГАФ 
el Z 
Из 2 (р № 


THE START, 
YOUR 
АТТАСК5 
НАУЕ ВЕЕМ 
COMPLETELY 
INEFFECTIVE! / 


|| 
858 
PLEASE, | 
HINATA... | 
CALL THIS OFF. 
YOU HAVE LOST 
THE MATCH, 
BUT YOUVE 
SUCCEEDED 
IN CHANGING 
YOURSELF! 
YOU DIDA 


М/НАТ АКЕ УОИ 
TALKING ABOUT, 
YOU IDIOT?! 
SHE'S GOT 
NOTHING LEFT! 
SHE'S ALREADY 

COLLAPSED!! 
252 jA 


YOUVE НАТЕО 
AND PUNISHED 
YOURSELF 
FORYOUR OWN 
WEAKNESS 
AND FRAILTY... 


BUT 
YOU САМТ 
FIGHT YOUR 
NATURE... 
OR CHANGE 
YOUR FATE. 


YOU WERE 
BURDENED 
FROM BIRTH 
WITH THE 
DESTINY OF 


I САМ 
SEE WITH 

THESE 

EYES... 
IT'S TAKING 


«< 


SUFFERING... 
CAUGHT BETWEEN 
THE DESTINIES 
OF THE MAIN 
BRANCH AND 
CADET BRANCH 
OF OUR 


WELL... 
WHY IS IT THAT 
THE OTHER 


JÓNIN ARE 
GETTING BEFORE 
INVOLVED? THIS BEGAN, 
SPECIAL YOU SWORE YOU 


PROTECTION 
FOR THE MAIN 
BRANCH, 


WOULDN’T DRAG 
THE ISSUES YOU 
HAVE WITH YOUR 
FAMILY'S MAIN 
BRANCH INTO 
THIS. 


23 де 
ARE YOU || 
А 


| RIGHT?! 
/ 


LOOK GOOD. 
HER FACE 
IS SO PALE...! 


„MANAGED 
TO CHANGE... ml WONDER 
JUSTA IF MAYBE... 
LITTLE BIT... 


«< 


A TRUE SHINOBI 
WARRIOR WOULD 
AND HAVE TOO MUCH 
ONE CLASS TO MAKE А 
SPECTACLE OF 
MORE Wo と 
CHEERING DURING 
А SERIOUS 


ONCE 
A 


YOU MAY 
AS WELL 


FAILURE 
0 ACCEPT 
ALWAYS wHO YOu 


A 
FAILURE! 


ARE. 


aara Versus... 


FAILURE! 


UNDERSTAND 
ALMOST 
PAINFULLY WELL し 


WHAT YOU'RE 
FEELING, 
NARUTO! 

BUT... 


«WE HAVE 
TOLIMITOUR 
BATTLES TO 
THE CONFINES 
OF THE 
SCHEDULED 
FIGHTS. 


„IT REALLY THE 


MAKES YOU 
LOOK FORWARD Қаза ДА 
„EVEN TO THE FINAL FAILURE DEFEAT 
THOUGH ROUNDS, Ч AGENIUS 
HIS EH...? ~ THROUGH 
OPPONENT SHEER FORCE 
COULD OF WILL... 
VERY WELL 


BUT EVEN 
NO IF IT'S YOU IN 
THE FINALS, 
NARUTO... 


KENK 


SHE'S 
GOING INTO 
VENTRICULAR Å< 
FIBRILLATION... II 


| EMERGENCY 
ROOM 
RIGHT 
now! 


22 


шені OURS 


AN... 
men ТА 
T'S L 


un рауы 
ВАС. р 


THAT THING IS 
WAKING UP... 
STARTING TO 

FIDGET.. 


WE'VE ФОТ 
ТО START 
PLANNING 


YOU ARE so 
pEAD THE 


FIRST TIME 
tGETAM // 
excuse: / / 


WHAT THE 
HECKDO 
YOU WANT?! 


KSK 


LOOKS LIKE 
LEE IS... 
SULKING! 


ONLY THE 
STRONGEST 
ARE LEFT... 
WHAT'LL 
YOU DO? 


I'VE WAITED 
THIS LONG... 


<< 
ү 


WELL, YOU'LL BE 


GIVING UP YOUR ILL JUST 
CHANCE FORAN 


WITHDRAW 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT RIGHT AWAY... 
VICTORY BARBECUE 


ONCE THE EXAM SO IT WON'T 
IS OVER... 


DONT 
WORRY. IF 
IT GETS BAD, 
ILL JUMP ዘህ 
AND STOP 
THE FIGHT. 
JUST LIKE 
WITH HINATA! 


OH YEAH! WHEN HINATA 
ALL THE GOT INTO 
TROUBLE, 
HE WAS THE 
ONLY TEACHER 
FROM 
KONOHA... 


pe „мно DIDN'T 
2 - JUMP IN TO 
UNLESS : SAI 
YOU GET | I HOPE CHOJI 
EATEN FIRST, kes 
YOU POOR 


175 


most | THELOOKIN 
HISEYES 
РИ WORRIES 


ват HIM 
WITH 
FOOD...! 


YOU HEAR THAT, 
CHOJI? 

YOU CAN GO FOR IT, 
MASTER ASUMA 
WILL BE LOOKING 
OUT FOR 
you! 


KERK 


BUT THE 


MAY HAVE OVER MINUTE YOU 


LOOKED. AIM TO MISS, 


/ YOU END UP 
HITTING THE 
2 THING DEAD 


IT'SA 
NATURAL LAW... 
УОй САМ THROW 
ASTONEATA 
TELEPHONE POLE 
TIME AND AGAIN 
AND NEVER НП IT... 


2 SM 2 CENTER. 


STOP TAKING 
NOTES! 
YOU WON'T HAVE 
THE TIME TO 
CONSULT THEM 
IN THE HEAT 


THAT GOURD 
THING OF HIS 
15 QUITE 


SUSPICIOUS... 


KIRK 


Z 
ӛр 


| 
| 
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ТО BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL. 10! 


